
             

 

 
 
Context 
We are spending these 4 weeks before Lent revisiting our church’s mission and vision 
statement. Our mission, to know Christ and make Christ known, will never change, but how we 
go about pursuing that mission will change based on our context, time, and place. This is why a 
vision is helpful- to specifically share how we will live out our mission. 

Checking In 
Since the last time your group has met, how have each of you experienced God at work? What 
have you celebrated? What have you mourned? 

Introduction 
When the Israelites were sent into exile in Babylon, they had know idea how long they would be 
there. I’m sure they hoped it would be a short, temporary exile. Nevertheless, the prophet 
Jeremiah encouraged them to seek the welfare of the city. To pray to the Lord for the city. To 
plant gardens and have children and settle down. Jeremiah reminded them that in the welfare of 
the city, they will find their welfare, too.  

Discussing and Applying the Text 
1. At Austin’s grandfather’s funeral, the eulogies centered around what Ralph was against 

rather than what he was for. What do you want to be remembered for?  
2. So often the church is known for what it’s against instead of what it’s for. What would 

you say First Presbyterian Church is for? 
3. Do you think the people of Fort Dodge know we are for them? Why or why not? 
4. What issues are facing our town today? What would it look like for First Presbyterian to 

partner with others to learn more about these issues and how to seek to change them. In 
this we’d embody Jeremiah’s call to seek the welfare of the city. 

5. More than just trying to “fix” Fort Dodge and its problems, faith calls to simply engage 
with people where they are. Specifically, people not presently served by the church. 
What might this look like in your life? Would this be hard or easy for you to do? 

 
Prayer 
Share something specific that you will commit to praying about for Fort Dodge. Ask God to show 
you how you can seek the welfare of the city. Pray for the elected town and county officials and 
all who live in Fort Dodge. 



             

 

 


